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July Butterfly Counts           

Thurs., July 13, Stevenson, AL 

Meet: 10:00 Eastern at Stevenson City Park.

(Take Hwy. 72 South from South Pittsburg, then 

right on Hwy. 117. park is on left, less than 1/2 

mile from Hwy. 72). Leader: Bill Haley.            

This is always a fun, and productive count! You may stay the 

entire day (usually till around 4:00 or 4:30), or break away 

early if you choose. (15th annual count!) 

Sun., July 16, Williamsburg, KY 

Meet: 9:30 at the Super 8 Motel parking lot in 

Williamsburg. From I-75N exit 11, turn right 

and motel is on the left in less than 1/2 mile. Bill 

Haley for info (423) 326-9248, wgh@tnaqua.org.       

If you can make the 200 mile trip from Chattanooga, we can 

use all the help we can get to complete the 2nd annual Wil-

liamsburg, KY count. It is located just 11 miles north of the 

Tennessee state line, off I-75. We had 7 counters last year! 

 

How To Prepare for a Butterfly Count! 

Binoculars, preferably close-focusing, will help 

you note subtle field marks you might otherwise 

miss on butterflies you are unable to approach 

closely. Bring plenty to drink (hydration is im-

portant in hot weather) and snacks. Long pants, a 

hat and comfortable, sturdy shoes, (sandals or 

crocs are bad choices, as we may wade through 

tall grasses, briars and poison ivy). It is wise to use 

sunblock, and possibly some bug spray on lower 

pants legs to discourage chiggers and ticks.     

Note: There is a $3 NABA fee per participant. 

Sat., July 1, Lookout Mountain, GA 

Meet: 9:30 at the International Towing and Re-

covery Museum parking lot on Broad Street. 

Leader: Bill Haley. For info call (423) 326-9248, 

or e-mail wgh@tnaqua.org                                   

The Lookout Mountain, Georgia count will take place on Satur-

day, July 1. Weôll meet at the International Towing and Recov-

ery Museum on south Broad Street. (Look on the right side of 

the street for a statue in front of the museum of a heroic tow 

truck operator saving a family). Weôll caravan a few miles 

south of there to the count circle. (18th annual count!) WHY COUNT BUTTERFLIES?       

 If you have been a member of the Ten-

nessee Valley NABA chapter very long, you 

have undoubtedly noticed that there is a very 

strong emphasis on conducting butterfly 

counts for the North American Butterfly Asso-

ciation. Our chapter participates in spring, 

summer and fall counts, and we even added a 

count/field trip on Memorial Day this year. 

Whatôs up with that??? Butterfly counts help 

determine seasonality of flights, and distribu-

tion and relative abundance of butterfly spe-

cies. They also give participants a reason to 

spend an entire day exploring various habitats 

to search for butterflies. They are an invalua-

ble way to learn more about the butterflies we 

all love. If you would like to sharpen your but-

terfly skills and have not participated in a 

count, perhaps you should join us! 
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Join NABA 
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 The North American  Butterfly Association, 

NABA, was started in 1994 to popularize the study 

of butterflies through observation and identification 

through use of field marks rather than collecting.  

 The Tennessee Valley NABA chapter was 

formed in 2008. The chapterôs territory is centered 

around southeastern Tennessee, but also encom-

passes areas of northwestern Georgia and  north-

eastern Alabama. Anyone who joins the national 

organization within a zip code area beginning with 

374, 373, 307, 357 or 359 will automatically be-

come a member of the chapter. 

  It is also possible for people living outside 

our zip code areas to become members of the Ten-

nessee Valley chapter. When you join or renew your 

NABA membership, specify that youôd like to be af-

filiated with the Tennessee Valley NABA chapter.  

 Joining online is easy. Go to their website 

at http:/www.naba.org and click on Membership. 

Individual  $35, Family $45, Institution/Library 

$60. There also other sponsorship levels if interest-

ed.  

 Members receive quarterly publications 

from NABA, ñAmerican Butterfliesò and ñButterfly 

Gardenerò, as well as monthly ñOn the Wingò 

newsletters (March-Nov.) from the local Tennessee 

Valley NABA chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

23rd Annual                                       

Tennessee River Gorge, TN count totals 

 The Tennessee River Gorge summer count 

was held Friday, June 2.    Participants were: Bill Ha-

ley, David Spicer, Judee Spicer, Tommie Rogers and 

Christine Hunt. They split into 3 parties; Bill Haley 

covered Moccasin  Band and TN River Gorge, (west 

side of river), David and Judee Spicer covered Pren-

tice Cooper State Forest and Sequatchie Valley and 

Tommie Rogers and Christine Hunt covered Raccoon 

Mountain and TN River Gardens on the east side of 

the river.  Together, they totaled 19.5 hours of count 

effort and walked a total of 4 miles. Temperatures 

ranged from 71-87 F, the sun was out most of the day 

and winds were very light. It was a good day for but-

terfly watching and counting.  

Species and numbers:                                                                                

Pipevine Swallowtail 20, Zebra Swallowtail 3, Black 

Swallowtail 2, E.Tiger Swallowtail 24, Spicebush 

Swallowtail 19, Giant Swallowtail 1, Cabbage White 

7, Orange Sulphur 9, Cloudless Sulphur 9, Sleepy 

Orange 8, Coral Hairstreak 2, Banded Hairstreak 9, 

Striped Hairstreak 3, Gray Hairstreak 4, Eastern 

Tailed-Blue 156, Summer Azure 17, American Snout 

33, Variegated Fritillary 24, Diana Fritillary 2, Great 

Spangled Fritillary 41, Pearl Crescent 55, Question 

Mark 7, American Lady 7, Red Admiral 2, Common 

Buckeye 39, Red-spotted Purple 3, Goatweed 

Leafwing 2, Hackberry Emperor 12, Tawny Emperor 

2, Carolina Satyr 1, Little Wood Satyr 4, Silver-

spotted Skipper 27, Hoary Edge 2, Northerrn 

Cloudywing  4, Horaceôs Duskywing 5, Wild Indigo 

Duskywing 1, Fiery Skipper 5, Northern Broken-

Dash 1, Little Glassywing 1, Zabulon Skipper 4, Dun 

Skipper 1. Unidentified: dark swallowtail sp. 7. 

Total: 41 species, 583 individuals. 

Immatures: Spicebush Swallowtail caterpillars 9 on 

spicebush, Pipevine Swallowtail eggs 76 on Dutch-

manôs Pipevine, American Lady caterpillars 6 on 

pearly everlasting, Variegated Fritillary caterpillar 1 

on violet, Silver-spotted Skipper caterpilalrs, 8 on 

kudzu, 1 on black locust. 
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21st Annual                                                                                        

Soddy-Daisy, TN count totals 

The 21st annual Soddy-Daisy summer count was 

held Saturday, June 10. Counters were Bill Haley, 

David Spicer, Jon Spicer, Tommie Rogers and Lib-

by Wolfe. This count circle is centered at Soddy 

Lake Roadside Park, and part of the 15 mile diame-

ter circle extends across to the east side of the riv-

er. Bill and Libby covered parts of Soddy-Daisy, 

Bakewell and Bakewell Mtn., Tommie covered 

Hwy. 111 and Flat Top Mtn., Dave and Jon cov-

ered the east side of the Tennessee River around 

Harrison. Their combined party hours were 20.75 

and they walked 4 miles. It was a sunny, hot day, 

with temperatures from 66-87 F and very light 

winds. 

Species and numbers: 

Pipevine Swallowtail 5, Spicebush Swallowtail 9, 

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 12, Cabbage White 5, 

Clouded Sulphur 4, Orange Sulphur 20, Cloudless 

Sulphur 5, Sleepy Orange 1, Banded Hairstreak 1, 

Striped Hairstreak 3, Gray Hairstreak 7, Eastern 

Tailed-Blue 134, Summer Azure 21, American 

Snout 11, Variegated Fritillary 9, Diana Fritillary 3 

(all male), Great Spangled Fritillary 31, Pearl Cres-

cent 77, Question Mark 3, American Lady 7, Com-

mon Buckeye 33, Red-spotted Purple 3, Hackberry 

Emperor 3, Carolina Satyr 1, Northern Cloudywing 

2, Horaceôs Duskywing 1, Wild Indigo Duskywing 

33, Fiery Skipper 1, Southern Broken-Dash 2, Sa-

chem 1, Delaware Skipper 8, Dun Skipper 1, 

Eufala Skipper 1. Unidentified: dark swallowtail 

sp. 4, white sp. 2, pearly-eye sp. 1.  

Totals: 38 species, 489 individuals 

Immatures:                                                                      

American Lady caterpillars 2 on pussy toes, 

(several previously-used American Lady ñtentsò on 

pussy toes), Wild Indigo Duskywing eggs 2 on 

crown vetch (Bill and Libby watched female laying 

eggs), Silver-spotted Skipper caterpillars 6 on 

black locust. 

!ōƻǾŜΥ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ Wƻƴ {ǇƛŎŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ т ƻŦ ǘƘŜ у 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎΣ !ƴŀǘǊȅǘƻƴŜ ƭƻƎŀƴΣ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻŘŘȅ-5ŀƛǎȅ 

ŎƻǳƴǘΦ tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƻǊǎŀƭ ǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ [ƛōōȅ 

²ƻƭŦŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǝƴŎǝǾŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ǾŜƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƎǎΦ 

tŜŀǊƭ /ǊŜǎŎŜƴǘΣ 

tƘȅŎƛƻŘŜǎ ǘƘŀπ

ǊƻǎΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

{ƻŘŘȅ-5ŀƛǎȅ 

ŎƻǳƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

ǎƛƭǾŜǊȅ ŎǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ 

ǎƘŀǇŜŘ  ƳŀǊƪ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŜŘƎŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƴŘǿƛƴƎΦ 



hƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƴƎΣ Wǳƭȅ нлмт                                                                                                                                                                  tƎΦ п 

 

DƻƻŘ {ǘŀǊǘΗ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŬƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ мл ŦŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘΗ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ /ƛǘȅ 

ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ƻƴ {ƛƎƴŀƭ aǘƴΦ wƻŀŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ wƛǾπ

ŜǊ DƻǊƎŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ нΣ .ƛƭƭ IŀƭŜȅΩǎ ŬǊǎǘ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ .ƭŀŎƪ {ǿŀƭƭƻǿǘŀƛƭΣ tŀǇƛƭƛƻ ǇƻƭȅȄπ

ŜƴŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻƳŜƴΣ ŀǎ .ƛƭƭ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƭƭ 

ǎƛȄ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿǘŀƛƭǎ όtƛǇŜǾƛƴŜΣ ½ŜōǊŀΣ .ƭŀŎƪΣ 9Φ ¢ƛƎŜǊΣ 

Dƛŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ {ǇƛŎŜōǳǎƘύ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ŀƴ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŦŜŀǘ Φ 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ .ǳŎƪŜȅŜΣ Wǳƴƻƴƛŀ ŎƻŜƴƛŀΣ ƛǎ ŀ ƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜ 

ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǝŎ ŜȅŜǎǇƻǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜ ƻǊ ǎŎŀǊŜ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƊŜƴ 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ŎƻǳƴǘǎΦ 

¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀǎǘ-ƅȅƛƴƎΣ ƻƊŜƴ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǘŜǊǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƻȄƛƴǎ 

όƛǊƛŘƻƛŘ ƎƭȅŎƻǎƛŘŜǎύ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǊǾŀƭ ƘƻǎǘǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭǇǎ 

ŘŜǘŜǊ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊȅ ŀƴǘǎΦ 

[ŜŀŦ aƛƳƛŎΥ vǳŜǎǝƻƴ aŀǊƪΣ tƻƭȅƎƻƴƛŀ ƛƴǘŜǊǊƻƎŀǝƻƴƛǎΣ ƛǎ 

ōǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǊŀƴƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǊǎŀƭ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀƴŘΣ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǎƛŘŜ ōƭŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŀŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ 

ǇǳƴŎǘǳŀǝƻƴ ƳŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  ƘƛƴŘǿƛƴƎΦ 

hǊŀƴƎŜ {ǳƭǇƘǳǊΣ /ƻƭƛŀǎ ŜǳǊȅǘƘŜƳŜΣ 

ƻƴ ōǳŘŘƭŜƛŀ ōƭƻƻƳ ƛƴ .ƛƭƭΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ 

ȅŀǊŘΣ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǎǘ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ 

!ƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ IŀƭŜȅ 
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Question: If You Have Milkweed Grow-

ing in Your Garden, Which Species of 

Milkweed Have Monarchs Used? 

Pictured to the left is Common Milkweed, Asclepias syri-

aca. I took the top photo of a blooming plant in my yard. I 

have seen many Monarch caterpillars on Common Milk-

weed in other areas, but have yet to find a single Monarch 

caterpillar on my plants. In my yard, the Monarchs seem to 

favor Orange Butterfly Weed, Asclepias tuberosa. I have  

also occasionally found caterpillars on the Blue Silk Vine, 

another, lesser-known member of the milkweed family. 

Iôve grown Swamp Milkweed before, but never had any 

Monarch caterpillars on it. Iôm  anxiously waiting to see if 

Monarchs will find the Green Antelope Horn Milkweed 

gifted to me by Mike OôBrien last year. My friend George 

Bartnik was more lucky, and sent the middle photo of a 

caterpillar on Common Milkweed in his yard. Libby Wolfe 

took the bottom photo of a Monarch on Common Milk-

weed during the Soddy-Daisy count.  

So, let me hear from you. What milkweed species have 

you been successful with? 

     Bill Haley 

CƛƴŘƛƴƎ .ǳǧŜǊƅȅ 9ƎƎǎ 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ŀ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ŜƎƎΚ  Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ōƛǘ 

ƻŦ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƭǳŎƪΦ CŜƳŀƭŜǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƻǾƛǇƻǎπ

ƛǝƴƎ όƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŜƎƎǎύ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 

ǿƛƭƭ ƅȅ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ƻǊ ƭŜŀŦΣ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ όǘŀǎǝƴƎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜǘύΣ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƻƴΦ 

[ƛōōȅ ²ƻƭŦŜ ŀƴŘ .ƛƭƭ IŀƭŜȅ ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ²ƛƭŘ LƴŘƛƎƻ 

5ǳǎƪȅǿƛƴƎ ƭŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƎƎ ƻƴ ŎǊƻǿƴ ǾŜǘŎƘΦ 


