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Welcome to the first Tennessee 

Valley NABA newsletter of 2018! 

 After a very ñup and downò winter of intense 

cold spells followed by sometimes almost spring-like 

lulls, we are hopefully past the worst of it and are ready 

to start welcoming a whole new year of beautiful butter-

flies to our landscapes. 

 My thoughts always turn toward my garden in 

the early spring. A few of my wildflowers and daffodils  

have already put on a show by the beginning of March. 

As the flowers get started, insect pollinators, an integral 

and important part of any garden, also begin to show up.   

 Iôll admit up-front that Iôm not a purist. My gar-

den consists of both native plants and non-natives, but I 

plant many native hostplants to encourage early life 

stages of my butterflies and moths. I also have lots of 

nectar producing flowers, which bloom from earliest 

spring to late fall. This benefits all the bees, wasps, bee-

tles, butterflies, moths and flies which I love to watch as 

they busily move from flower to flower, spreading pollen. 

 I am very pleased that the Tennessee Valley 

chapter of the Wild Ones is focusing on these insect pol-

linators during their annual symposium, Plant Natives 

2018! Whatôs the Buzz? on March 16 and 17 at the UTC  

University Center, 652 East 5th Street, Chattanooga, TN. 

 Seminars on Friday, March 16. First will be 

Why and How Americaôs Cities Are Becoming PC 

(Pollinator Conscious), with Phyllis Stiles, founder of 

Bee City U.S.A. will take place from 10:00-12:00. De-

signing and Managing Landscapes for Native Bees,  

 

CŀƭŎŀǘŜ hǊŀƴƎŜǝǇ                                    
tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ aƛƪŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 

 

with Heather Holm, author of Pollinators of Native 

Plants  is scheduled for 1:30-3:30. Cost for each 

seminar is $25 for Wild Ones members, $30 for non

-members. Online registration only for seminars:  

tennesseevalley.wildones.org 

Seminar fees are separate from the symposium reg-

istration fee, which covers all the events on Satur-

day, March 17. Symposium fees are $55 in advance 

for Wild Ones members. $65 in advance for non-

members. $75 at the door that day. $20 for students 

with valid ID. Advance registration must be re-

ceived before March 13. 

Whatôs the Buzz? March 17 Symposium schedule: 

Morning:                                                                       

8:00am: Registration & Marketplace Expo open                    

9:00am: Welcoming remarks                                                

9:10am: Certificate in Native Plants ñGraduationò                

9:20am: Pollination of Native Plants with Heather 

 Holms                                                                      

10:20am: Book signing and Marketplace Expo                      

11:05am: Bee City U.S.A. with Phyllis Stiles 

Lunch: 12:00-1:30. Lunch and Marketplace Expo 

Afternoon:                                                                              

1:30pm: Chattanooga Area Pollinator Partnership              

1:45pm: Landscape Award Announcement                            

2:00pm: A Botanical Version of Peyton Place: Sex in 

 the Garden with Carol Reese 

2:55pm: Plants of Promise & Door Prizes                            

3:30-4:30pm: Marketplace Expo 

At the Marketplace Expo nurseries will have native 

plants for sale, artists will have artwork, Heather Holm 

books will be available for signing, and many local or-

ganizations (including NABA) will have displays. 
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Join Us! 
North American Butterfly Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The North American  Butterfly Association, 

NABA, was started in 1994 to popularize the study 

of butterflies through observation and identification 

through use of field marks rather than collecting.  

 The Tennessee Valley NABA chapter was 

formed in 2008. The chapterôs territory is centered 

around southeastern Tennessee, but also encom-

passes areas of northwestern Georgia and  north-

eastern Alabama. Anyone who joins the national 

organization within a zip code area beginning with 

374, 373, 307, 357 or 359 will automatically be-

come a member of the chapter. 

  It is also possible for people living outside 

our zip code areas to become members of the Ten-

nessee Valley chapter. When you join or renew your 

NABA membership, specify that youôd like to be af-

filiated with the Tennessee Valley NABA chapter.  

 Joining online is easy. Go to their website 

at http:/www.naba.org and click on Membership. 

Individual  $35, Family $45, Institution/Library 

$60. There also other sponsorship levels if interest-

ed.  

 Members receive quarterly publications 

from NABA, ñAmerican Butterfliesò and ñButterfly 

Gardenerò, as well as monthly ñOn the Wingò 

newsletters (March-Nov.) from the local Tennessee 

Valley NABA chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by                 

David Spicer 

2018 BUTTERFLY COUNT SCHEDULE      

Thurs., April 5: TN River Gorge, TN (spring)            

Sat., April 14: Lookout Mtn., GA (spring)                   

Fri., May 4: Soddy-Daisy, TN (spring)           

Sat., June 2: TN River Gorge, TN (summer)             

Sat., June 9: Soddy-Daisy, TN (summer)                    

Sat., June 16: Williamsburg, KY (summer)               

Sat., June 30: Lookout Mtn., GA (summer)  

Thurs., July 12: Stevenson, AL (summer)                 

Sat., Aug. 4: TN River Gorge, TN (fall)                      

Thurs., Aug. 16: Soddy-Daisy, TN (fall)                   

Sat., Aug. 25: Lookout Mountain, GA (fall) 

This schedule was put together last September 

and should be considered tentative. Some of the 

dates (especially late summer) could change. If a 

change must be made in dates, youôll be alerted 

in this newsletter well in advance. 

Iŀǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƻƳŜ 9ŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ нлмуΚ 

 ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ нлму ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ рΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ мпΦ 

/ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-ōǊƻƻŘŜŘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƻƴ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜƴ - ōŜǧŜǊ ƭǳŎƪ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ                                                                 

 ²ƘŜƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ 

ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΦ ²ƛƭƭ ƛǘ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 

ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŬǊƳ ƎǊƛǇΚ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ŦǊƻǎǘ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ол ŀ 

ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

ǎǝƭƭ ǊŀƪƛƴƎ ŘŜŀŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ WǳƭȅΗ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΚ /ƻƭŘ ǎƴŀǇǎ 

Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƭŀǘŜΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΤ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎΦ                                                      

 ! ǊŜŎŜƴǘ bh!! όbŀǘƭΦ hŎŜŀƴƛŎ ϧ !ǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴύ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ 

ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ .ŀǊǊƻǿΣ !ƭŀǎƪŀΣ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊπ

ǘƭƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ мфтф-мффф ǾǎΦ нллл-нлмтΦ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǇ тΦу ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ CŀƘǊŜƴƘŜƛǘΣ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǇ сΦф ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳπ

ōŜǊ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǇ пΦт ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ 

ά¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǊŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŀ ƛŎŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ 

ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 

мрлл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΦέ                                                                                         

               - όŎƻƴǘΦ ǇƎΦ пΣ мǎǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΣ bh!! wŜǇƻǊǘύ 
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NABA seeks articles for Butterfly Gardener Magazine 

Butterfly Gardener Magazine considers unsolicited manu-

script submissions. Manuscripts should be submitted elec-

tronically (.DOC format) and use the following guidelines 

as closely as possible: 

¶ Articles should be under 1,000 words. In some cases, 

we can adjust to a higher word count. Please send a 

query before submitting an article with a word count 

over I,000 words. 

¶ Photos should be clearly labeled as a list in a document 

with filename, caption, and photographerôs credit. If 

photos are submitted from more than one photogra-

pher, please state clearly so that we may credit photog-

raphers correctly. Photo size should be around 2 MB. 

Photos with a file size of 1 MB are generally too small 

to reproduce well in the magazine. Placing the list of 

photos at the very end of your article is find. 

¶ Photos should be sent as an email attachment with a 

subject line that includes the authorôs name and sub-

mission title. Please do not embed photos into the 

Word document. Please do not add copyright symbol 

or photographerôs name to the photo. 

¶ Common names of plants described in Butterfly Gar-

dener articles should be the same as those used by the 

USDA Plants Database at https://plants.usda.gov. 

Please provide the scientific plant name in parentheses 

following the first instance of a plant name so that we 

may be certain which plant you are referring to. 

¶ Butterfly Gardener does not pay for articles, but will 

provide authors three complimentary issues when their 

article appears. Photographers receive one complimen-

tary issue. 

¶ Please include a brief (Three or four sentence) descrip-

tion about yourself that will be printed at the end of 

your article. 

¶ Please send documents and photos or questions to Jane 

Hurwitz, Editor Butterfly Gardener. Her email address 

is Hurwitz@naba.org 

 Articles suited to Butterfly Gardener are varied in 

nature and can include first person accounts, reporting on 

community or school butterfly garden projects, raising cat-

erpillars, native plants, or any topic that explores the rela-

tionship between butterflies and gardens/plants. Butterfly 

Gardener does not accept articles that describe butterfly 

collecting, butterfly nets, or killing butterflies. 

 Butterfly Gardener encourages the use of native 

plants while acknowledging the fact that many people use 

non-native plants as well. Our mission is to encourage more 

people to garden for butterflies in particular and wildlife in 

general, therefore information on all plants, regardless of 

their native status, is provided. Please note that content pro-

moting invasive plants do not suit our needs. 

 By submitting material to Butterfly Gardener, you 

represent and warrant that you have full authority that your 

material will not, in whole or part, infringe the intellectual 

property rights, rights of privacy or publicity, or any other 

rights of any third party. If your submission has previously 

appeared in print or online, please state when and where so 

that we may provide appropriate acknowledgement. 

 

C.H.A.P.P.                                                                             
Chattanooga Area Pollinator Partnership 

[ŜŀǊƴ aƻǊŜ ŀǘΥ                         

/ƘŀtƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊΦƻǊƎ 

The goal of C.H.A.P.P. is to improve pollinator habitat in 

the Chattanooga area for butterflies, bees, moths, bats, 

hummingbirds and other beneficial insects and animals. 

We are working cooperatively with other area organiza-

tions to expand pollinator protection north and east of our 

metropolitan area by offering Seeds for Education grants 

to educators to expand learning opportunities by establish-

ing butterfly gardens and other pollinator habitat. 

We are volunteers, gardeners, teachers, conservationists 

and students concerned about increasing and improving 

pollinator habitat. The easiest way to help conserve polli-

nators is to provide them with pesticide-free habitats that 

provide food, shelter and a place to reproduce. 
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tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ                 

5ŀǾƛŘ {ǇƛŎŜǊ 

bh!! wŜǇƻǊǘΣ όŎƻƴǘΦύ 

 ²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊŜ 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ  Lƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

¢ƘƻƳ .ŜƴǎƻƴΣ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƳŜǘŜƻǊƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ ƘŜ 

ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘΦ 

¢ƘƻƳ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƧŜǘ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŜŀƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ 

¢ƘŜƛǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǝƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜ ƛǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƧǳȄǘŀǇƻπ

ǎƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀǊƳ ǘǊƻǇƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƭŘ !ǊŎǝŎ ŀƴŘ !ƴǘŀǊŎǝŎΦ 

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƎŜǘǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƻƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƧŜǘ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǝŀƭΣ 

ǘƘŜ ƧŜǘ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜǊǊŀǝŎΦ                              

 ¢ƘŜ bh!! ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƭŀōŜƭǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ άǊǳƴŀǿŀȅ ŜũŜŎǘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ !ǊŎǝŎέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ άLƴ нлмтΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎǝŎ ƘŀŘ 

ƛǘΩǎ нƴŘ ǿŀǊƳŜǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōŜƘƛƴŘ нлмсΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǎǘ ǎŜŀ 

ƛŎŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘέΣ  ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎǝŎ ǘǳƴŘǊŀΣ 

άǾŀǎǘ ŜȄǇŀƴǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊƳŀŦǊƻǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳǳŘΦέ                                                                  

 ¢ƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ DŜƻǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ 

!ǊŎǝŎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƴƻ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭȅ ŦǊƻȊŜƴ 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΦέ                                                                  

 ¢ƻ ǎǳƳ ǳǇΣ  ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƛǎ 

ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ hǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƅƻǊŀ ŀƴŘ 

Ŧŀǳƴŀ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀũŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǇŀǧŜǊƴǎΦ                                                                   

 hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻŦ b!.! ōǳǧŜǊƅȅ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀπ

ǘǳǊŜǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǧŀƴƻƻƎŀ 

ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎŜŜƴ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŀŎǝǾŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ 

ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǝƴƎǎ ƻŦ 

ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǊŜ 

ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ōǳǧŜǊƅƛŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊǿƛƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦ       

 LŦ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀȅ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

ƻǊ ƳƛŘ-!ǇǊƛƭ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ CŀƭŎŀǘŜ hǊŀƴƎŜǝǇ ƻǊ ²Ŝǎǘ 

±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ²ƘƛǘŜΚ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜΦ                                                                                

 hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Řŀȅǎ ŀƎƻ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ 

оΩǎ ƳŜǘŜƻǊƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ tŀǳƭ .ŀǊȅǎΣ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aŀǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƻƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ǿŀǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ 

ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΦ ²ƛƭƭ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ƭŀǘŜ ŦǊƻǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛǇ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ōǳŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƅƻǿŜǊǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΚ ²ƛƭƭ ǳƴǎŜŀπ

ǎƻƴŀōƭȅ ŎƻƭŘ aŀǊŎƘ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŘǊŀǎǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŀũŜŎǘ ōǳǧŜǊπ

ƅȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳπ

ƳŜǊΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ !ǇǊƛƭ ŎƻƭŘ ǎƴŀǇǎ 

άŘƻƎǿƻƻŘ ǿƛƴǘŜǊέ ŀƴŘ άōƭŀŎƪōŜǊǊȅ ǿƛƴǘŜǊέΚ 

 ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ άǊƻƭƭŜǊ ŎƻŀǎǘŜǊέΗ  

Early Butterfly Sightings: 

January 22: Bill Haley spotted an American Snout in his 

front yard. It was a sunny, warm day with temperatures in 

the mid-60ôs. The American Snout is one butterfly that 

overwinters as an adult in this area.  

February 21: Marion OôBrien spotted 2 Falcate Or-

angetips and an unidentified anglewing at a park in Ft. 

Payne, AL. 

February 23: Mike OôBrien reported a Gray Hairstreak 

that landed on a daffodil in hisValley Head, Alabama yard . 

It was Mikeôs first 2018 yard butterfly. He followed up by 

seeing a Mourning Cloak and Sleepy Orange the same 

afternoon.                                                                           

DǊŀȅ IŀƛǊǎǘǊŜŀƪ                                  

{ǘǊȅƳƻƴ ƳŜƭƛƴǳǎ 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ    

aƛƪŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 

aƻǳǊƴƛƴƎ /ƭƻŀƪ                       

bȅƳǇƘŀƭƛǎ ŀƴǝƻǇŀ 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ                      

aƛƪŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 

February 23: Bill Haley went to the Blue Blazes Trail 

area at Moccasin Bend and found an Eastern Comma, 

only 50 feet from where he saw the first one last year! 

February 23: Nancy Williams saw a white butterfly, pos-

sibly a female Falcate Orangetip, in East Brainerd yard. 

She also saw a dark swallowtail species flying through 

her yard, which didnôt stop to be identified. 
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Early Butterfly Sightings, cont. 

February 24: Libby Wolfe spotted a Spring Azure in her 

yard in Ooltewah. 

February 24: Gary Lanham reported a Spring Azure seen 

while looking for White-crowned Sparrows. 

February 24: Dave Spicer reported that John Spicer saw a 

Mourning Cloak on his deck in Ooltewah. Later in the 

day Dave and Jon saw several Sulphur species flying in 

the fields at Woodland Park Baptist and near the Standifer 

Gap Marsh. 

February 27: Susan Schott spotted her first butterflies of 

the year at Reflection Riding, a Question Mark and a 

Mourning Cloak. Susan said a couple of different species 

of toothwort were in bloom. 

February 27: Dave Spicer saw another Sulphur species 

in Collegedale. 

 

Butterflies in February? If I counted correctly, including 

the unidentified swallowtail and sulphur species, nine spe-

cies of butterflies were reported in our area in February 

2018! This is very early. Mike OôBrien just sent me an 

article that states spring has happened 20 days earlier than 

normal this year. While weôve enjoyed the early warm 

days, blooming flowers and February butterflies, there is 

the real possibility that both the plants and butterflies could 

be badly affected by hard freezes in March or early April.  

 In a little over a month, our butterfly counts will 

help document what happens, either good or bad. Itôs just 

one reason we butterfly lovers become ñcitizen scientistsò 

for a day and participate in counts. 

 
Gorgone Checkerspot news: 

 Last year I was contacted by John Calhoun, from 

Pearl Harbor, FL, about a study he was doing on the Gor-

gone Checkerspot, Chlosyne gorgone, in the Southeastern 

United States. He specifically was interested in our records 

from Tennessee. I discovered a disjunct colony atop Bake-

well Mountain a number of years back and supplied him 

with some records from previous years when we commonly 

found this species in early succession pine plantations 

there, and occasionally on Flat Top Mountain to the south.  

 John just sent me a copy of his 10 page research 

paper, which was published in the Spring 2018 issue of 

News of the Lepidopterists Society. The title of his paper is  

 

tƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ DƻǊƎƻƴŜ /ƘŜŎƪŜǊǎǇƻǘΣ /ƘƭƻǎȅƴŜ ƎƻǊƎƻƴŜΦ ¢ƻǇ 

ƻƴŜ όǾŜƴǘǊŀƭύ ōȅ WŜũ .ŀǎƘŀƳΣ aŀȅ тΣ нлмлΣ ōƻǧƻƳ ǇƘƻǘƻ

όŘƻǊǎŀƭύ ōȅ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ǇƛŎŜǊΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нпΣ нллфΦ .ƻǘƘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻƴ 

.ŀƪŜǿŜƭƭ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ 

ñA checkered history: reconsidering the subspecific  

status of Chlosyne gorgone (Nymphalidae) in the south-

east and beyondò. He states, ñThe gorgone checkerspot, 

Chlosyne gorgone (Hubner) is primarily a species of the 

Great Plains. Eastward, it tends to occur in localized, 

ephemeral populations. Two subspecies are currently rec-

ognized. For many years, C. g. gorgone was treated as the 

eastern subspecies, while C. g. carlota (Reakirt) was 

thought to occur westward (Forbes, 1945). It was not 

clear, however, where one ended and the other began. 

 John points out that there seemed to be considera-

ble disagreement on the demarcation of each subspecies, 

saying, ñKlots (1951) limited C. g. gorgone to eastern 

Georgia, with ñintergradesò toward C. g. carlota in north-

ern (inland) Georgia. Bauer (1975) followed suit, consid 



Gorgone Checkerspot (cont.) 

ering C. g. gorgone to be an ñodd coastal subspecies in east-

ern Georgia.ò  Forbes (1960) stated that the ñtype race was 

from Burke Co., in southern Georgia,ò not realizing that 

Burke County is located in east-central Georgia. The type 

locality of Eresia Carlota (=C. g. Carlota) was originally 

given as ñRocky Mountains, Colorado Territoryò (Reakirt, 

1866), but Brown (1974) attempted to relocate it to ñCedar 

Hill, Jefferson County, Missouri.ò More recently, Calhoun 

(2011a) proposed that the type locality of Carlota should be 

ñthe Front Range foothills of Jefferson County, Colorado, 

west of Denverò.                                                             

 Now a big question: Should there even be two sub-

species? In another excerpt from the paper: ñAfter examin-

ing specimens from across North America, Kons (2000), 

concluded that ñthere is no evidence of morphological dis-

continuity or even clinal variation between different parts of 

the range of C. gorgone, and consequently there is no basis 

for recognizing subspecies on morphological grounds, re-

gardless of oneôs subspecies concept.ò Kons, however, 

lacked sufficient comparative material of C. g. gorgone as 

defined by Gatrelle (1998). Schweitzer et al. (2011) ques-

tioned Gatrelleôs (1998) subspecies treatment and suggested 

that ñA more critical analysis of specimens from Georgia 

and the Carolinas would be very useful.ò                                                                                        

(Youôll note that Tennessee never even entered into any of 

these speculations or considerations, which to my mind 

makes our local population even more special. - Editor) 

              With this purpose in mind, John examined old rec-

ords and illustrations, as well as over 1200 specimens and 

photographs from every portion of its range, including sev-

eral hundred from the southeastern states of AL, AR, GA, 

KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA and WV. He states, ñBased 

on my findings, the criteria used by Gatrelle and others to 

separate C. g. gorgone and C. g. carlota are untenable.ò He 

concludes it should be one species, C. gorgone. 

A Local Mystery 

 The book Butterflies of the East Coast, an Observ-

erôs Guide, by Cech and Tudor, has this to say about the 

Gorgone Checkerspot: ñFew field observers have been 

lucky enough to encounter a Gorgone Checkerspot in our 

region. This Great Plains species is mostly a rare opportun-

ist in the East, with only a few permanent colonies known. 

And these tend to be thin and ephemeralðor at the very 

least inconspicuous.ò                                                          

 We have not found the Gorgone Checkerspot on 

Bakewell Mtn. in several years. The most recent record 

comes from Flat Top Mountain to the south of Bakewell,  
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near Soddy-Daisy. Tommie Rogers found one individual on 

a spring butterfly count April 28, 2016. It was in an area that 

was being cleared for houses, and in the couple of years 

since then the homes have moved in and that habitat is not 

conducive to supporting this butterfly any more.                      

 Johnôs research has aroused my interest in docu-

menting this species again. As far as I know, the small colo-

nies we previously found are the only ones known from 

Tennessee. Are they still here?                                          

 This year I have scheduled the spring Soddy-Daisy 

count for Friday, May 4, during the peak of the late April-

May flight period. We will try our best to locate the elusive 

Gorgone Checkerspot once again, both on Bakewell Moun-

tain and Flat Top Mountain. The pine plantation habitats 

where they were formerly found have matured and become 

more shaded. Perhaps there are other places that would be 

more likely to still hide these elusive little butterflies. 

¢ƻƳƳƛŜ wƻƎŜǊǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ ŀ DƻǊƎƻƴŜ /ƘŜŎƪŜǊǎǇƻǘ 

ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нуΣ нлмс ƻƴ Cƭŀǘ ¢ƻǇ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǇƘƻπ

ǘƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΦ  

тǘƘ !ƴƴǳŀƭ tƭŀƴǘ DƛǾŜ-!ǿŀȅ {ƭŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ т     

ŀǘ 5ŀƛǎȅ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

 hƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ тΣ ŦǊƻƳ млΥлл-нΥллΣ ǘƘŜ тǘƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 

tƭŀƴǘ DƛǾŜ-!ǿŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ 5ŀƛǎȅ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘΣ фрлу hƭŘ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ .ƭǾŘΦΣ {ƻŘŘȅ-5ŀƛǎȅΣ ¢b ототфΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ мκн ƳƛƭŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭaŀǊǘ ƛƴ {ƻŘŘȅ-

5ŀƛǎȅΦ LŦ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘŀǧŀƴƻƻƎŀΣ ǘŀƪŜ IǿȅΦ нтb ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŀǊǊƛπ

ǎƻƴ [ŀƴŜ ŜȄƛǘΣ ǘǳǊƴ ƭŜƊ ƻƴ IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ [ŀƴŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ 

ǘǊŀŶŎ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǘǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΦ !ƭƭ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƻŦ о ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǘǿƛǎǘΦ LŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ о 

ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ р ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘ Ϸн ŀǇƛŜŎŜΦ                       

 .ƛƭƭ IŀƭŜȅ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƅƻǿπ

ŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǊƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǎǎ ōȅ 

ǇƻǩƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ƅƻǿŜǊ 

ǇƻǘǎΦ /ŀƭƭ ƘƛƳ ŀǘ όпноύ онс-фнпуΣ ƻǊ Ŝ-Ƴŀƛƭ ǿƎƘϪǘƴŀǉǳŀΦƻǊƎΦ 


