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Monarch caterpillars happily munching on this vine in 

one of my flowerbeds. (See her photos above.) I never 

even knew they were there, but Iôm happy Hannah did.

 Around that same time, Susan Schott and I 

watched a very focused female Monarch laying eggs on 

Honeyvine Milkweed in another part of the yard. She 

paid no attention to the two humans standing 3 feet away 

as she went about her business. This was very near a real-

ly good stand of Common Milkweed, which some folks 

claim is the preferred host plant for Monarchs. She laid 

probably 8-10 eggs on the vine before she finally laid 

only one egg on the Common Milkweed. Then she re-

turned and laid several more on the Honeyvine! It was 

obviously her personal favorite. Iôve seen the same thing 

with other Monarchs who favored the vine over the three 

other milkweed species in the yard.   

             - (cont. next page) 

 

Invasive Native Vine a Favorite of 

Monarch Caterpillars!                       
By Bill Haley 

 Butterfly lovers spend a lot of time talking about 

hostplants favored by various caterpillars. We go out of our 

way to plant them in our yards and advise others to do the 

same. Most of us are aware that Monarch caterpillars need 

milkweeds to feed on.            

 A lot of people are not aware there is a vine, native to 

the United States, that is a member of the milkweed family.    

 Before I divulge any more, I wish to include a cau-

tionary tale for all you gardeners out there who might be 

tempted to plant it on purpose. Resist that temptation. I urge 

you  - DONôT DO IT!!!      

 The plant I speak of is the Honeyvine Milkweed, 

Cynanchum laeve.  It is a member of the milkweed family. 

Other common names are Bluevine, Climbing Milkweed, 

Dogôs Collar, Honeyvine, Peavine, Sandvine, Smooth An-

glepod and Smooth Swallow-wort.    

 I have this vine in my yard. Iôve battled it for years, 

trying to keep it in check. It is a terrible, invasive, pushy spe-

cies that will absolutely take over if you let it. It sprawls and 

twines all over all the other plants in the garden and I pull up 

and cut several miles of it each yearé.with little long-term 

effect. It is doing fine and laughing at me all the while. Since I 

refuse to use any herbicides around my property, I will most 

likely never eradicate it. Nor do I want to.    

 Several years  back, I began to find Monarch caterpil-

lars and an occasional chrysalis on the vines. Since they obvi-

ously liked dining on it, I had to change my attitude about this 

rude and invasive denizen of my yard. I still do battle with it, 

but no longer try to completely get rid of it.   

 What prompted me to do some research and write this 

article were some photos my next door neighbor, Hannah 

Brown, took on September 12 of some very happy late-instar  



 

Honeyvine Milkweed (cont. from pg. 1) 

 This vine is usually found in cultivated fields, fence 

rows, thickets, moist woods, along riverbanks and other dis-

turbed habitats. It prefers fertile, moist soil. It is a twining, 

perennial with opposite leaves (2 leaves per node), the leaves 

are heart-shaped and small white vase-shaped flowers form in 

axillary clusters. Iôve found that all pollinators in my yard love 

it. It reproduces by seed and horizontal spreading roots. The 

viney stems are smooth, slender, twining and usually climbing, 

and they can grow up to 20 feet long.   

 Having dug up, or at least tried to dig up, many of 

these vines, I can speak from personal experience and agree 

with the next statement. The website I consulted said it has a 

deep vertical taproot that can grow up to 6 feet deep and it puts 

out many horizontal roots.     

 Every fall when it is time to clean up the garden a bit, 

I find many 3-6 inch long seed pods, which are smooth, green 

and usually paired. A large honeyvine milkweed vine can pro-

duce 50 seed pods! (This makes me think I need to start right 

now looking for seedpods.) I try to find all I can and put them 

in the garbage can, NOT in my compost pile! In fact, Iôd sug-

gest never putting any part of this plant in the compost pile. If 

left in the garden, the pods split along one side when mature 

and release numerous brown, flattened, oval or horseshoe-

shaped seeds, which in typical milkweed fashion, have a tuft 

of silky white hair attached to one end.    

 So there you have it, a host plant the Monarchs love, 

but one you hope you donôt have. In case you are feeling bad 

about not being able to offer something tasty for their caterpil-

lars, donôt worry. There is plenty to go around in my yard! 

 If you should discover you already have this plant, be 

consoled that at least it is a native. Youôll probably never get 

rid of it either. Good butterfly gardening!      
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 The North American Butterfly Association, 

NABA, was started in 1994 to popularize the study 

of butterflies through observation and identification 

through use of field marks rather than collecting.  

 The Tennessee Valley NABA chapter was 

formed in 2008. The chapterôs territory is centered 

around southeastern Tennessee, but also encom-

passes areas of northwestern Georgia and  north-

eastern Alabama. Anyone who joins the national 

organization within a zip code area beginning with 

374, 373, 307, 357 or 359 will automatically be-

come a member of the chapter. 

  It is also possible for people living outside 

our zip code areas to become members of the Ten-

nessee Valley chapter. When you join or renew your 

NABA membership, specify that youôd like to be af-

filiated with the Tennessee Valley NABA chapter.  

 Joining online is easy. Go to their website at 

http:/www.naba.org and click on Membership. Indi-

vidual  $35, Family $45, Institution/Library $60. 

There also other sponsorship levels if interested.  

 Members receive quarterly publications 

from NABA, ñAmerican Butterfliesò and ñButterfly 

Gardenerò, as well as monthly ñOn the Wingò 

newsletters (March-Nov.) from the local Tennessee 

Valley NABA chapter. 

Least Skipper. Photo by David Spicer 

IƻƴŜȅǾƛƴŜ aƛƭƪǿŜŜŘ ǎŜŜŘ ǇƻŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀǊǘ-ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƛǘǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊπ

ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŀǊƻƳŀǝŎ ŀǎǘƻǊǎΦ .ƻǘƘ ǾƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜŘ ǇƻŘ 

ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǎƻ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǘŜǊ ōƭƻƻƳǎΦ 
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Gary Lanham sent in 

the beautiful photo on 

the right of a Long-
tailed Skipper, Urba-

nus proteus, visiting 

buddleia blooms in his 

yard on Signal Moun-

tain. The photo was 

taken on October 3rd. 

This species is usually 

most abundant in our 

area in late summer/

early fall. They canôt 

stand our cold winters, 

but can be found year-

round in Florida. Each 

spring they begin mov- 

ing north again. They regularly show up well north of Tennessee, sometimes as far as southern New 

England, although late-season appearances can be local and unpredictable.    

 The Long-tailed Skipper doesnôt move northward as quickly as Monarchs do. The first one to 

show up on a local butterfly count this year was August 4.       

 I remember the first one I saw years ago in my garden, fluttering from flower to flower. I could 

see the rich blue-green color of the head, thorax, abdomen and inner part of the hind wings. At first I 

mistook it for a tiny hummingbird, since those colors are somewhat similar to the green of a hummer. 

The behavior was also a little hummingbird-like. It was a thrill to realize I had a new butterfly species 

in my yard. Nowadays, I see several around the flowers each year, almost always late in the summer.

 The Long-tailed Skipper has many hostplants, especially climbing peas and beans. It also uses 

tick trefoil, butterfly peas and wisteria. It can occasionally become a crop pest on soybeans. The cater-

pillars construct folded-over leaf nests, as is true of most skippers. 
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